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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA COMMENTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
REF: TUNIS 1732, TUNIS 1879, TUNIS 1947, TUNIS 2045 

1 . DURING A PUBLIC MEETING ON MARCH 29 IN WHICH HE KICKED 
OFF THE DESTOURIAN SOCIALIST PARTY’S TWO MONTH CAMPAIGN 
TO RENEW THE LEADERSHIP OF ITS 6,000 CELLS, PRIME MINISTER 
NLUIRA WAS ASKED TO EXPLAIN THE GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDE 
TOWARD A RECENT STRIKE OF ENGINEERS PROTESTING THE ARREST 
OF MOHAMED BELHAJ AMOR (SEE TUNIS 1879). NOUIRA SAID 

THAT STRIKE WAS POLITICALLY MOTIVATED AND WHOLLY UNJUSTIFIED. 

HE THEN NOTED THAT TUNISIA HAS LAWS AND THEY WILL BE 
APPLIED. "WHATEVER NEEDS TO BE DONE, TUNISIA WILL BE THE 
SOLE JUDGE OF WHAT IS BEST." 

2. NOUIRA THEN SAID, "WE DO NOT WANT TO RECEIVE ORDERS 

FROM ANYONE AND NO ONE CAN ARROGATE TO HIMSELF GUARDIANSHIP 
OF OUR AFFAIRS. DICTATINGLTO US THE CONDUCT WE SHOULD 
FOLLOW IS A LEFTOVER OF COLONIALISM. IF THE CRITICISM 
COMES FROM A TUNISIAN, WHETHER IT BE IN GOOD FAITH OR 
IN IGNORANCE, IT IS WELCOME; BUT IF A FOREIGNER WISHES 
TO DICTATE HIS WILL OR ORIENT OUR THOUGHT, OUR REPLY IS 
’MIND YOUR BUSINESS.'" 
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3. SINCE MARCH 14 WHEN EMBASSY OFFICER RTILERED COPY 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT ON TUNISIA TO FOREIGN MINISTRY, 
GOT HAS BEEN OFFICIALLY SILENT ON U.S. INTEREST IN HUMAN 
RIGHTS OBSERVANCE AND ITS APPLICATION IN TUNISIA. NOUIRA'S 
REMARKS AT THE MARCH 29 PARTY MEETING COULD HAVE BEEN 
INTENDED AS A REPLY TO OUR INTEREST BUT MORE LIKELY WAS 
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AN ANSWER IN ADVANCE TO ANTICIPATED PROTESTS 

FROM FRENCH LEFTISTS CIRCLES AGAINST ARREST OF BEN SALAHISTS. 

IN ANY EVENT, NOUIRA CLEARLY DOES NOT WELCOME OUTSIDE 
INTEREST IN WHAT TUNISIA REGARDS AS ITS SOVEREIGN RIGHT 
TO MAINTAIN INTERNAL SECURITY. 

MULCAHY 
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